
Dear Parents and Carers,  

I’m not sure we had a summer but I think we can safely say that Autumn is 
here and we are in the full swing of normal timetables.  

Full timetables started on Monday this week, including our RWI (phonics / 
sound) lessons, that enable children to read and write.  Children in Reception and up to Y2, including some 
children in Year 3, undertake daily lessons that begin at 9:00 Monday to Thursday.   

The children are taught in small groups, pitched at where they are on the reading journey. This 
teaching strategy really works as over 90% of last years Y1 (now Y2) passed their phonic 
screening check and launched the children into the wonderful world of reading.    

When you are reading with your child at home and you are looking at a word together it 
would help to use the same language that we do in school, so here are some ‘Top Reading 
Tips’: 

Are there any special friends? (two or three letters that make one sound such as ay, ee or igh) 

Now ‘Fred Talk’ (children sound out the sounds in the word, for example b-l-a-ck) 

Blend the sounds to read the word 

Children learn a brand new sound every day so it is really important that children arrive on time to school or 
they will miss this essential teaching! We love our RWI lessons at Woodlands! 

We had a special visitor in school on Wednesday afternoon from ‘Create Music’ who 
came to teach everyone about acoustic and electric guitars.  Our children’s knowledge of 
the different parts of this instrument was impressive.  This assembly was the launch of 
ukulele weekly class lessons for children in Y5 and Y6.   

The company we are working with are also able to offer guitar and ukulele lessons in 
school for children in Y3 to Y6, on a Tuesday afternoon for a cost, which is explained in 
the leaflet sent home with your child this week.  If you would like your child to                       
experience a free taster session with the intention of signing up to weekly lessons then 
please complete the slip and send into school.  

Next week is photograph week for individuals and                
siblings.  8-8:40AM photographs before school on both 
days for siblings who do not attend Woodlands  

Tuesday - Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y2 and Thursday - Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6 

Will the sun be out or will it rain? Whatever the weather, have a great                 
weekend everyone.    Mrs Newton 

 

Friday 13th September 24 

FANTASTIC ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK! 

1S   5Ho and 6P all had 100%! What a start to the year! 

Very well done to these children and their families.  

These children deserve an extra playtime.   

Please remember the first lesson begins at 9:00 which is a core                  
lesson, including RWI. If your child is late they will miss the teacher 

input - the direct teaching and modelling.   



IMPORTANT:  CALLING ALL YEAR 6 PARENTS      

This week families with a child in Year 6 who live in Walsall should have received a letter                        
about the application process for Secondary Schools.  

Families need to apply online, through the below link, to select the choices for their child.  

:                                   Apply for a secondary school place | Walsall Council 

The portal is already open so if you know which schools  you would like to apply for then you can               
complete and submit the form now.  The portal will  close on 31st October so it is important that every 
family applies before this date because otherwise a school will be selected for your child which might not 

be your preference.  

Parents can list up to 5 school preferences, they recommend that parents use all 5 preferences. 

If you are still unsure then please do go and visit the Secondary Schools that you are                      
interested in.  Many Secondary Schools are currently holding Open Evenings when you can go and visit 

and meet the staff.   The dates of these events will be on the Secondary School’s website.  

Parents will be notified of the school that has been allocated for your child on the 3rd March 2025.  

If you live in a different authority then please access your council website to find the relevant                        
information.  You can apply for Walsall schools through their application form.  

There is also a powerpoint presentation on our website from Walsall Admissions Team that contains 
more information to help parents undergoing this process.  

Children achieving out of school:  Well done to those children who undertook the library 
summer reading challenge, including Serina, Jeevan and Nella. We also had a first this week 
- dog show awards for Amber’s family dog!  Well done super stars! 
 

 
 

A few reminders to help us keep everything running smoothly 

Dismissal  Could parents and carers please stand further back so there is more room for the children on 
the playground, particularly Y5 and Y6 at the lower door, some of our children are waiting in the          
corridor because of lack of space on the playground.  This also helps teachers see parents so they can 
release children.   It would also help at Drop Off for children in Y1 and Y2 if parents could stand a little 
further back to make room for the children to enter the school too.  Could parents also ensure that 
younger siblings who have been dismissed stand with their parents and are not running around, this is to 
keep them safe.  Thank you.  

Smart watches can’t be worn in school by children. If children forget they will be asked to take it off 
and given to the parent at the end of the day.  

https://go.walsall.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools-in-walsall/school-admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place


Who are the SUPERSTARS this week? 

Class Name Reason 

NAM All of NAM For settling in to your new class and meeting new friends. 

NPM All of NPM For settling in to your new class and meeting new friends. 

RG Jessica L For coming into reception with a BIG lovely smile on her face! 

RJ Isla S 
Isla you have settled into life at Woodlands so well – it is like you have always been here! You 
have shown great kindness and helpfulness to your friends. 

1W All of 1W 
For settling wonderfully into Year 1. The children had an incredible first week and have brought 
joy and smiles all around. Well done, everyone! 

1S All of 1S 
For a fantastic start to Year 1! Everyone has had a huge smile on their faces and has tried really 
hard with all of our learning! Well done 1S! 

2CP Theo B 
For trying his best with Year 2 learning, following the school values and wearing his Woodlands 
SMILE! J 

2D All of 2D 
For a wonderful start to Year 2! All children have come in with smiles on their faces, ready to 
learn! It has been a fun and enjoyable start to the term! Well done 2D!  

3A Olivia S 
For Olivia's fantastic work in our maths lessons! Olivia worked so hard to represent two-digit 
numbers by using dienes and drawing the tens and ones. 

3G Mehtab D 
For a fantastic first week in Year 3. Mehtab has settled well in a new learning room with new 
people. She has demonstrated calmness and kindness. Well done Mehtab!  

4R Billy G For super observational drawings showing a lot of detail. Well done Billy. 

4N Skye P 
For persevering with her Maths work this week. She was unsure at the start of the lesson on  
representing numbers to 100 but by the end of the lesson she shone with confidence. 

5HO Oliver M 
For a fantastic first week in Year 5. Oliver has excellent learning behaviours and is ready to 
achieve in all lessons with enthusiasm. Well done Oliver! 

5HA All of 5Ha 
For a great start to the new academic year. They have all started back with great effort and 
enthusiasm. Well done! 

6P Mia P 
A lovely first week in Year 6. Mia has shown such maturity, both in her approach to learning, 
and in her helpfulness around the classroom. Keep it up Mia. 

  
6E 

Nathan B 
For excellent recall of his history learning about how the end of WWI led to the start of WWII, 
particularly the content of the Treaty of Versailles. I am so proud of you, an amazing start to 
Year 6. 



National changes regarding the management of school attendance 

are implemented from September 2024 



Dates on the horizon 

Tuesday 17th September and Thursday 19th September Pupil individual and sibling photographs  

8-8:40AM photographs before school on both days for siblings who do not attend Woodlands  

     Tuesday - Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y2 

     Thursday - Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6 

Wednesday 25th September Y1 - Y6 focus on Carbon Monoxide - external visitors leading  

Week of 30th September Whole school Harvest theme 

Tuesday 1st October  2:45, 6P Class Assembly, parents invited 

Tuesday 8th October  2:45, 2D Class Assembly, parents invited 

Monday 14th October  Explore and Discovery Week 

Monday 14th to Thursday 17th October  3:30  Book Fair Week for all children 

Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th October Parent Consultation evenings 

Friday 18th October  First Aid Workshops for Y5 and Y6 

Monday 21st October  Y6 to Bryntysilio for the week 

Tuesday 22nd October  4:30 Reception Pumpkin Party (Child and parent together) 

Tuesday 22nd October  Y3 visiting Think Tank 

Friday 25th October  Nasal Flu vaccination for YR to Y5 (Y6 in December) 

Friday 25th October  School closes for half term 

Monday 4th November  School opens 

Tuesday and Wednesday Reception Road Safety Walk with a parent 

Monday 11th November Anti Bullying week starts and Odd Socks Day 

Friday 15th November  Children In Need 

Tuesday 19th November 2:45, 2CP Class Assembly, parents invited 

Wednesday 20th November Y1 visit to the Toy Museum  

Tuesday 26th November 2:45, 1S Class Assembly, parents invited 

Wednesday 27th November Evening Walsall Arena Performance by the choir  

Wednesday 4th December Christmas Fayre  

Friday 6th December  Y6 Flu nasal vaccination  

Tuesday 17th December Y6 visit to the Theatre  

Tuesday 17th December Christmas Performances by Nursery to Y2 

Wednesday 18th December Christmas Performances by Nursery to Y2 

Wednesday 18th December Y4 visit to The Black Country Museum  

Thursday 19th December School closes at the end of the day for children 

Friday 20th December  Teacher Training Day 

Monday 6th January   School opens for everyone  

 









Information from parents or external local groups that have asked                             
Woodlands to share with the school community 


