
Friday 15th November 24 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

It has been quite a week with three important themes! 

We changed the whole school timetables on Monday to   
have playtime earlier so we could all join the country at 
11:00 for the two-minute silence.  There were some very 
proud children who shared how they had joined in the 
parade and services across Walsall on Remembrance              
Sunday, including Ted and Jackson.  We are very proud 
of all our children who attended the special services.  

On Tuesday, children looked brilliant with their colourful 
and very odd socks which caused much laughter and was 
a lot of fun, but also reminded us all of how special and unique everyone is.                  
This day also launched anti-bullying week.  The theme this year was ‘Choose                
Respect’.  We have spent time this week thinking about this word and what it really means.  Children’s                  
responses were very thoughtful, some of their suggestions included:  

Caring and supporting each other 
Letting their friends choose  
Being careful with our own words and actions 
Treating others as we would want to be treated 
Not leaving anyone out 
Listening without interrupting 
Saying please and thank you 
Being kind 

Please discuss the meaning of this important word with your child/ren and ask them how we can show this 
to everyone around us, including family members.  

The week has ended with non-uniform for Children In Need for a donation of £1.00 through Scopay.   Thank 
you everyone for your donations.  

We have another non-uniform day next Friday in return for items for the Christmas Fair which is 
fast approaching.  We ask every child in R to Y2 to bring in a wrapped chocolate bar (prizes) and 
every child in Y3 to Y6 to bring in a bottle for the tombola.  We would also appreciate any                
unwanted gifts, any gift bags for the lucky dip, any ‘unloved’ teddies, in fact anything that is in 
good condition that we can sell at the Christmas Fair.  Your support in this is really  appreciated.  

Don’t forget that today is the last chance to book and pay for Christmas dinners so Mrs Mason can go              
shopping for the delicious ingredients! 

Next week, includes a meeting for any Y5 families who would like to learn more about the Queen Mary 
Schools, 2CP are leading assembly, Y1 are heading out of school to explore toys from the past and we end 
the week with another non-uniform day for the Christmas Fair.  Happy weekend Woodlands!  Mrs Newton 

FANTASTIC ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK! 

2D achieved 97.9% and 3A achieved 99.3%  

Very well done to these children and their families.  

These children deserve an extra playtime.   



IMPORTANT:  CALLING ALL NURSERY PARENTS      

Nursery parents please remember to complete the  application form for your 
families choice for your child for their Reception Year. Your child ISN’T                 
automatically given a place at Woodlands, you have to apply for a school 
place and this process is managed by Walsall Admissions.  

This is really important because if you do not complete the form then the Local 
Authority will select a school for your child and it could be anywhere in               
Walsall or at a school that you may not want your child to go to.   

The closing date is 15th January 2025.  In order to apply, families must submit an on-line application through the 
Admissions web page of Walsall Council website:   Apply for a primary school place | Walsall Council  

Information from the council  

Walsall parents and carers are reminded to apply online and are encouraged to attend the council’s                 

drop-in sessions to receive any help or support.  

If your child is starting reception in September 2025, you must apply online between 4 November 2024 

and 15 January 2025.  Children born between 1 September 2020 and 31 August 2021 are due to start 

reception in September 2025. 

Parents/carers can visit the following drop-in sessions to meet a member of the team, who will be able to 

assist with their application: 

 

Location: Willenhall Library 

Date: Tuesday, 3 December 2024 

Time: 9:30am - 12:30pm 

Address: 1 Walsall St, Willenhall, WV13 2EX 

 

Location: Darlaston Library 

Date: Tuesday, 3 December 2024 

Time: 1pm - 4pm 

Address: 1 King Street, Darlaston WS10 8DE 

 

Location: Lichfield Street Hub 

Date: Wednesday, 4 December 2024 

Time: 9am - 5pm 

Address: Lichfield St, Walsall, WS1 1TR 

 

Location: Blakenall Village Centre 

Date: Thursday, 5 December 2024 

Time: 1pm - 4pm 

Address: 79 Thames Rd, Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 1LZ 

 

More information about school admissions can be found on the council’s website: https://
go.walsall.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/school-admissions/apply-primary-school-place  

https://go.walsall.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/school-admissions/apply-primary-school-place
https://go.walsall.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/school-admissions/apply-primary-school-place
https://go.walsall.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/school-admissions/apply-primary-school-place




Holiday free activities and fun  
for children who are entitled to Free School Meals or have an EHCP 

 
Parents need to ensure they have registered prior to booking the activities.   You should receive 
a letter in the post with your child’s unique HAF code.   
 
If you haven’t received a letter but believe your child is entitled then please contact Mrs Graham 
or Mrs Pedley or email WR4C@walsall.gov.uk for your code.   You will then need to register your 
child using this code on the website: www.walsall.gov.uk/children_and_young_people/haf_signup  
 
The portal opens for booking activities opens on 20th November 2024.  The best activities get 
booked first so we would advise parents to be ready to book on this date.  
 
Winter Offer: Each child and parent can pick up to 4 activities over the period : 23rd December 
2024 – 3rd January 2025.  Activity dates are below:  
 
23.12.24 
24.12.24 
30.12.24 
02.01.25 
03.01.25 
  
We have a range of activities including pantomime, bowling, Santa’s grottos,  Horse riding,      
Swimming, Roller-skating Send activities and many more 

 So many children achieving out of school:   

Lots of children have been Players of The Match in their football games last weekend, including Callum, 
Ivy, Oliver, Ethan, Leo and Oliver.   

Callum also came first at Go Karting and won a medal, Delilah achieved a certificate for wonderful           
dancing at The Pauline Quirke Academy, whereas Olivia has been earning awards in swimming and                   
Luna-Rose achieved Beaver of the Week.   

Ella-Rose undertook a sponsored walk to raise money for The Little Acorns Charity at The Arboretum.  

There is lots to celebrate! 

 

 

 

 



Who are the SUPERSTARS this week? 

Class Name Reason 

NAM Grace 
Working hard on your fine motor skiils and then applying those skills in PWAP to produce 
a lovely picture of an elephant and great pencil skill in beginning to form letters of your 
name. 

NPM Warren 
Working hard on your fine motor skills and then applying those skills in PWAP to produce 
a lovely picture of an elephant and great pencil control in tracing over your highlighted 
name. 

RG Sukhman 
Working hard in her maths learning. Sukhman was able to order and match numbers 1-5 
with the correct quantities too  

RJ Finley C 
For showing us your creative skills when you are drawing! You always think carefully 
about how your drawing will look and add extra detail to your pictures which make them 
so unique! You are a real Artist in the making! Well done! 

1W Mila-Rae D 
Fantastic work in Maths. Mila-Rae puts 100% effort into her Maths lessons. She applies her 
skills to help teach her peers and assist them with their number sentences. Well done              
Mila-Rae! 

1S Harper G 
For fabulous ideas and contributions to discussions linked to our innovative writing based 
on Elmer. Super imagination Harper! Well done! 

2CP Ella-Rose B A fantastic approach to learning.  Ella-Rose always challenges herself by learning more 
and is a wonderful learning buddy – giving support and encouragement. 

2D Lilian A 
For using excellent dictionary skills. Lillian searched for unfamiliar words from our story, 
‘Man on the moon’ and found the words and their meaning. Well done Lilian! 

3A Arjun M 
For Arjun’s hard work in maths last week to subtract two 3-digit numbers across a tens 
and hundreds boundary. Arjun showed resilience when completing all tasks. Well done 
Arjun! 

3G Holly M 
Always being ready to learn with a smile. Holly has made a super start this half term with 
our new learning in maths, our new text in RAID and our new writing plan. 

4R Elijah NL For sharing his fantastic knowledge and learning about the Industrial Revolution. Well 
done Elijah. 

4N Kitty W Settling so well in to 4N. You make a fabulous addition to our class. 

5HO Harley H 
For making connections between books that he has read. Harley was able to comment on 
the facts in his history book about a war in Japan and how these events link to Kensuke’s 
Kingdom. Well done Harley – excellent work J 

5HA Wyatt B For his increased effort within his Maths lessons showing more determination to finish the 
challenges set. 

6P Eloise W 
Working really hard to improve her presentation. This is something Eloise has found tricky 
since the beginning of Year 6, but with an understanding of the importance of clear                
answers, Eloise is working hard to overcome this. 

  
6E 

Amber H 
For carrying out her own research in her own time to support her history learning. You 
taught me a few things too! Amber truly embodies the meaning of the phrase seize every 
moment. I am so proud of you. 



Dates on the horizon 

Tuesday 19th November 2:45, 2CP Class Assembly, parents invited 

Tuesday 19th November 4:00 Y5 Parents, Queen Mary Grammar Schools Information Meeting 

Wednesday 20th November Y1 visit to the Toy Museum  

Friday 22nd November  Non-Uniform Day for Christmas Fayre Items 

Tuesday 26th November 1S Class Assembly, parents invited  (postponed, new date to follow soon) 

Wednesday 27th November 11:00 Christmas Dinner for Y4 and a parent / carer 

Wednesday 27th November Y2 visit to Black Country Living Museum  

Wednesday 27th November Evening Walsall Arena Performance by the choir  

Friday 29th November  Y2 workshops in school by the BCLM  

Friday 29th November  1:45 Y3 Parents invited to a Bag a Breakfast Workshop (Booked places only) 

Wednesday 4th December Christmas Fayre after school 

Thursday 5th December NHS Eye Tests for Y1 in school 

Friday 6th December  Y6 Flu nasal vaccination (and for children that missed the first vaccination) 

Friday 6th December   9:00 Assembly ‘The Wonderful World of Water’ for Y4 and Y5 

Wednesday 11th December 11:00 Christmas Dinner for Y3 and a parent / carer. Christmas dinner for all 
the school.  Parents need to book their child’s dinner through Scopay by Friday 15th November.  

Thursday 12th December Y4 visit to The Black Country Museum (change in date) 

Tuesday 17th December Y6 visit to the Theatre  

Tuesday 17th December Christmas Performances:  9:15 Nursery & Reception.  2:00 Y1 & Y2 

Wednesday 18th December Christmas Performances:  9:15 Y1 & Y2.  2:00  Nursery & Reception 

Thursday 19th December Christmas Jumper and uniform day.   

     School closes at the end of the day for children 

Friday 20th December  Teacher Training Day 

Monday 6th January   School opens for everyone  

Wednesday 8th January  Y5 visit to Selly Manor  

Question of the week that we will be             
discussing in school and you can discuss 

at home too: 

 Why is discovery  
important? 

Our linking                
Woodland value is 

‘inquisitive’  



 

 

 

 

 

School Attendance Update 

As parents are aware the national and local process for school attendance has changed since 

September 2024. 

This affects children with low attendance, children who have absences without valid reasons  

(unauthorised absence) either in a block or over sporadic days, this also includes absence due 

to term time holidays.  

As can be seen in more detail on the poster on the next page, the national changes are:  

 The first 5 days (10 sessions) of unauthorised absence over a 10 week period will incur an 

£80 fine (per parent, per child) if paid straight away.   

 The second time children have 5 days unauthorised absence over a period of 10 weeks, 

within 3 years of the first  offence, could incur a fine of £160.   

 The third time children have 5 days unauthorised absence over a period of 10 weeks,  

within 3 years of the first  offence, could result in legal action that could mean a criminal 

conviction for the adult.  

Holidays in Term Time 

We are unable to authorise holidays during term time, the process listed above is followed for 
term time holidays. Some families take holidays without informing the school hoping to avoid a 
fine.  School policy is that if children are absent for longer than three days then Mr Fisher will 
undertake a home visit in order to carry outa safe and well check.  Also, if children are absent for 
5 days or longer then we urge families to gain medical evidence eg evidence of a GP visit. If a 
holiday is suspected and this includes children or friends talking about their holiday in school, 
then the absence will be referred to the Local Authority.  

Children below 90% Attendance  

One of the things we do to help parents keep track of their child’s attendance is every half term 

we send home an attendance letter for children who have attendance below 90% and for the 

children between 91-93% who are at risk of slipping into the Persistent Absentee group.   

If your child has had 4 days absence or more since September then your child                                                 
will be below 90%  and be classed as a Persistent Absentee 

Many of our parents work closely with us and we often know the reasons why a child has been 

absent, many of these absences cannot be helped and are authorised.  Please do not worry if 

you receive a letter but you have kept in touch with the school and the absences are authorised. 

If your child is below 90% then we shall require evidence for future absences and it is likely that 

Mr Fisher will undertake a Home Visit if your child is absent in in order to help us authorise.  

 

 Please note that Woodlands do not receive any money from the fines and also please be aware 

that if the fines aren’t paid then the fine increases and Walsall do take families to court for un-

paid fines. 





Do you have any extra                           
Advent Calendars? 

Staff are collecting Advent Calendars 
in School for the Food Bank.   

The Food Bank will collect them from 
Woodlands by 22nd November, so if 

you have any spare ones please 
drop them into the food bank box in 
the foyer and they can join our staff 

donations too.  

  



Information from parents or external local groups that have asked                             
Woodlands to share with the school community 






