
 

Friday 9th January 25 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Happy New Year 2026! We have loved welcoming all our families and staff back to school this week and 
getting started with the new term! Although the snow beat us today, it couldn’t keep us away from our 
learning on Monday as we braved the cold and trudged in fully dressed with our Woodlands Smiles! 
Thank you so much for such a great effort, making sure that your children were in school on those tricky 
days.  I hope you have all enjoyed a lovely break over Christmas and are feeling well rested and ready 
for our next adventures!  

If like me you have eaten far too many mince pies and spent far too much time in your         
pyjamas, you may be finding the early mornings a bit tricky this week and a bit 
of a shock! Don’t worry, we’ll all get back into the swing of things in no time so 
let’s start the new year as we mean to go on… in school and on time every day! 
If I have counted correctly, we only have 113 school days left this year - let’s make every 

single one count!  

Of course there is never a dull moment at Woodlands and we have been busy already! Children have 
been sharing their news from the holidays and nearly everyone (including our staff) has played out in the 
snow creating a wonderful exhibition of snowmen across our school field! Also, to kick off the new year in 
style our amazing children rocked the bp pulse LIVE Arena at the Young Voices Children’s Choir Concert 
on Wednesday, raising the very large roof with their singing - a truly amazing experience for all—well 
done to our talented children and a huge thank you to parents for supporting this fabulous event! 

So, as we go into our first weekend of the year, I hope that you can all snuggle up and stay 
warm, drinking hot chocolate and, if you’re anything like me, continue to munch your way 
through the ridiculous amount of Christmas cheese you still have left over!!  

Staffing Updates  

As we begin the new year, Mrs Macpherson will be continuing as Acting Head Teacher for the 
time being. Miss Edmunds & Mrs Jackson are always on hand if any of our families need us 

but I shall take this opportunity to remind everyone that your child’s class teachers are always the first 
port of call with any queries you may have.  

Phase Leaders are the next level of support as follows: 

Root Phase: Nursery & Reception Mrs Jackson    Shoot Phase: Year 1 & Year 2 Mrs Purcell 

Branch Phase: Year 3 & Year 4 Miss Edmunds   Oak Phase: Year 5 & Year 6 Miss Harvey 

We also have our amazing Pastoral Team Mrs Graham & Mrs Pedley who continue to support our     
families in many ways and our wonderful SENDCo Mrs Dickson who has a wealth of knowledge around 

children’s additional needs.  

We also warmly welcome back Miss Sellman who has returned from her travels to continue her         
adventures with us. It is so lovely to have you back!  



Fun in the Snow!  

One of our Woodlands Values is to Seize Every Moment and 
that is exactly what we did when the snow came! We got 

boots, coats, hats, gloves & scarves on and made the most of 
the opportunity! As you can see from the photos, there was also lots of 

Enjoyment and Laughter!  



 

  Darcy Nursery     Joel Nursery        Henry S RG          Biffy RJ  

    Elsie 1E               Evie 1W          Mila-Rae 2CP     Oliver 2D        

  Jeevan 3E    Arthur AC 3A      Aubrey 4N           Sahil 4R 

  Isobelle 5H            Kaiya 5D         Arthur B 6P          Jacob 6H 

Well done to all of our Star Readers!  

Woodlands Star Readers!   
These children have been chosen by their teachers as our Autumn Term 

stars for their amazing progress in reading, showing love and enthusiasm 
both in school and at home! They have all been awarded with a copy of 

one of our class texts to share with their families.    

Out of School Awards 

A huge WELL DONE to: 

 Sreeya in Year 1, who shared her swimming certificates  

and 

Reya in Reception who was awarded for coming first in dance.        
We will share their pictures next week. 



Young Voices 2026 

Our Amazing Woodlands Choir once again raised the roof 
of the bp pulse LIVE Arena in Birmingham as they took part in the 

Young Voices Children’s Choir Concert.  

The children were amazing and did Woodlands proud as always!  



Juniper has arrived at Woodlands! 
We have launched our new communication app this week so 
that staff can send messages, awards and share positive news 

with parents & carers. Be sure to sign up if you haven't        
already! 

It is vital that every parent/carer uses this app as we will send a lot of information 
out this way and without the app you could miss something important! We will 
check in with you to make sure you aren’t having any technical issues but if you 

have any worries please email ict@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk for support.  

 



Who are the SUPERSTARS this week? 



British Values at Woodlands Academy of Learning! 
We actively promote British values in school to ensure our young people leave school prepared for life in modern 
Britain. Pupils are encouraged to regard people of all faiths, races and cultures with respect and tolerance and un-
derstand that while different people may hold different views about what is ‘right’ and ‘wrong’, all people living in 

England are subject to it’s law. We teach British Values through Picture News: 



Dates on the horizon 

Thursday 15th January  Applications for Reception for September 2026 deadline (see info below) 

Friday 16th January  Y5 Visit to Selly Manor  

Tuesday 20th January  Year 6 SATs meeting  

Tuesday 20th January  2CP Class assembly  

Tuesday 27th January  4N Class assembly 

Thursday 29th January       Y1 Visit to Ironbridge 

Tuesday 3rd Feb   1W Class assembly 

Monday 9th February   Y5/6 Netball Tournament TBC 

Tuesday 10th February  2D Class assembly 

Friday 13th February  Break up for half term at the end of the day 

Monday 16th February—Friday 20th February—HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Monday 23rd February  School opens to children as normal  

Tuesday 3rd  March   RG Class assembly  

Tuesday 10th March  1E Class Assembly  

Week Beg 16th March – Easter Extravaganza 

Wednesday 18th March  Y2 visit to Dudley Zoo 

Tuesday 24th March  RJ Class assembly 

Friday 27th March   School closes at the end of the day for Easter Break  

Monday 13th April   School open to children as normal  

Tuesday 21st April   4R Class assembly  

Wednesday 22nd April  Y3 visit to Walsall Art Gallery  

WINNING CLASSES FOR THE LAST WEEK OF AUTUMN 
TERM WITH THE BEST ATTENDANCE! 

Well done to our children who arrive on time, before 8:50, and so are                         
ready for the important first lesson of the day.                                                                 

Best classes during the last week of term who earn extra play time are:  

2CP 97.5% and 4N 99.2%   

 Fantastic! 



 

  Is your child due to start Reception next September?  

 

The application form process is now open on Walsall admissions website.   

Parents and carers are advised to submit applications on time before 15 January 
2026 for primary school applications.   

Children born between 1 September 2021 and 31 August 2022 are due to start re-
ception in September 2026. 

Please remember that having a place in Woodlands nursery does not guarantee a 
place in the Reception class—parents/carers must submit a separate application for 
a place in the Reception class. 

The applications process is all online. Offers will be sent by email to on-time appli-
cants on 16 April 2026 for primary school places.  

Further information and help with school admissions can be found on the council’s 
website: Apply for a primary school place | Walsall Council 

https://go.walsall.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/school-admissions/apply-primary-school-place





